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o in Hawaii, you’ll soon hear, or read, that
h specis you encounter in Island waters
the world. This phenomenon, called
bgraphic isolation. Only Easter Island and
ercentage of endemic species, and neither

well be called the endemic fish capital of

1, are often among the most common and
olved in their home waters, they are fine-
-positioned to outcompete other species.
lant or easily seen. In Hawaii, one of the
flame wrasse (Cirrhilabrus jordani). Most
never encountered this spectacular fish.
in Hawaiian waters over a period of years
L rare fish, however, as it can be abundant
laces are few and far between.
that attain, at most, 4 inches (10 centime-
ral rubble near the bases of slopes or drop-
ers) or more, in areas where there is some
is common enough in Hawaii, little of it,
e end, it’s hard to predict where these fish
s are where you find them. Luckily, they
umerous females, and are thus fairly easy
ght place. Furthermore, colonies typically
riod of time, making repeat visits easy. In
nent if you want to photograph these fish

D3, after seeing a marvelous spread of a red
ike Severns and Pauline Fiene’s book,
rine Reserve. Mike and Pauline owned a
the time, Mike’s photo was probably the
ally stunned when I first saw it. I had seen
quarium, but this photo of a male display-
[ absolutely had to have a picture like this
ID book, the manuscript of which I had

ely called Mike Severns Diving. Pauline
ke, I asked, take me to see and photograph
said, “we dive Molokini every day and can
bre we hung up she added “oh...be sure to
ps trying to tell me something.

flying to Maui was easy, and the boat ride
50 out of Kihei boat harbor. Molokini is a
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volcanic cone rising from the ¢
and Kahoolawe Island. It last ¢
ago, when sea levels were lower.
merged, but its upper portions f¢
islet that partially encloses the (¢
filled with lush coral intersperse
The outer walls, riddled with
caves, drop straight down about
the base of the cone. Molokini
dive and snorkel sites, and to td
there typically exceeds 150 feet
that there were also flame wra
could one want?

We anchored between the f{
merged crater and descended
channel about 80 feet (24 metg
bounded by reef on both sides.
plus our guide, Jennifer. She and
us down about 40 feet (12 mete
wrasse in full display. We swan|
watched. He was hovering a foo
strate, flaring his bright red and
fins for a gaggle of smaller req
ogled for a few seconds, then ¢
before the days of autofocus.
loaded with Fujichrome Velvia
pushing to ISO 100 to get a litt
had exactly 36 chances to frz
through the tiny Ikelite viewfing

Unbelievably, the proud ma
flared and didn’t swim away or
We had formed a circle around I
tance, and were able to watch hi
For me, it was mostly a questig
turned broadside, and then tryi
before he turned again. I blazed
to get other divers in the pl
flinched, I knew the strobe 1
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aying male and
the ultimate
I became more
haviors, howev-
at all.
eventually find
ants to make a

rging magenta-
his “flash” lasts
now when he’s

b at peak display

nally lucky and
r) drop-off that
tent on what he
ybe he was just
slowly creep up
him into pixels

shot? Probably
e that nailing a
ment of gamete
re if anyone has
t anyone knows
b courtship and
itorial display I
nale be display-
bimultaneously?

be satisfied, the
“It is never fin-

slope last week
sses were gone.
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