The island of Ua Pou, Marquesas.
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A Look At Some New And
Remarkable Reef Fish

The Marquesas are a group of high
islands lying 750 miles northeast o
Tahiti. Dramatic and off the beaten
track, they fall in two loose clusters of
six islands in the north and four in the
south, plus some tmy islets. Hiva Oa
the southern group is largest

Hiva Anthias, Pseudanthias hiva.

_occupying 58 square miles and rising ¢

4 11, (Its main claim to fame seer
0 be that French painter Paul Gaug
uried there.) Next in size is the

"capital" island, Nuku Hiva, situated.

he north and rising to 3,978 feet. Th
young Herman Melville once jumpe

ship in this paradise island, late
recounting his unusual experien

 highly successful novel, 7, pee ,
Although part of French Polynesia,

the Marquesas are geographically and
culturally distinct. After European
_contaet (beginning with the Spanish in

595, who named them after the
1ceroy of Peru) most of the native
Polynesians succumbed to foreig:

diseases. Today only about 7,500

main. They, plus a smattering of
uropeans are the sole inhabitants.

With such a small population, everyone

10ws everyone and there is little or no

_crime. The islands have good

frastructure -- communications,

roads, medical care -- but are otherwise -
relatively undeveloped. Agricultural
‘products, mostly copra and vanilla (the

‘599?14 thias, Pseudanthias regalis.

ormer heavﬂy subsuixzed by France}, ,
e the economlc mamstays Tounsm s

. 'Geologlcailly, the Marquesas

' ,,(Marqmses in French) are all of
_ volcanic origin and rise abruptly from
the sea, unprotected by barrier reefs.

The scenery is spectacular. Vaipo
waterfall on Nuku Hiva, plunging

Tahiti Butterflytish, Chaetodon trichrous,

_ Flame Angelfish, Centropyge interrdpté, Marqqesaa color forms.




‘ aea;i Coris (initial phase), C

. Marquesan Dascyllus, Dascyllus stras

1,200 ft., is one of the world's highes
Pmnacles and needles of weathered

rock separate lush green valleys, some

_ uninhabited. (Mossy, overgrown
remains of stone house and temple

platforms show that this was not always
the case.) Beautiful deep bays alternaf ;

~ with rocky cliff shorelines.

Underwater, the islands are quall

 interesting although coral is scarce and
_ visibility often poor. Marquesan waters

_ are rich with plankton and suppo

~ abundant marine life. Manta rays and

schooling hammerhead sharks are

common. Melon-headed whales

(actually a kind of dolphin, and rare

most everywhere else) cc)ngregate n
s. R

Accordmg to a recent paper b Df Joh

Whitley's Boxfish, Ostracion yfhit\\ieyi (pia’ie).

rminal male), Coris hewetti.

M:xed school of BI

e-Linea Snappers and Mimic Goafff:sh,

Lutjanus kasmira MuIIo:dJchthys mimicus.

_ E. Randall and John L. Earle, this

1soiated archipelago boasts an

 endemism rate of 12 percent for fishes
- fourth highest in the world. Onl

Hawaii, Easter Island, and the Red Sea  of corals, but this is just a wild guess.

have a h1 gher proportion of endemic

. fishes. (Hawaii tops the list at about
23 percent.)

Endemism aside, the Marquesas ar
faunistically impoverished compared to

the rest of French Polynesia, including

the Tuamoto Atolls 300 or so miles to 4

\ the southwest Currents run the

/ay to transport larvae from there, and

the coral reef habitat that many Sout
Pacific fishes might prefer is absent,
- Why corals fare so poorly in the

Marquesas is not clear, but there are

 almost no reefs and we saw less than
‘half a dozen obvious species of coral.

Qﬂ@’i a branching pocﬂlopoﬁd,.gp ar

not to have survived a recent El Nmo ,'_

, ep:sede Periodic cold equatorial

ellings alternating with warm 0o
‘might be responsﬂ)le for the lack

None of the scientists I have asked had
‘ answer. ‘
In October 19991 traveled to the

. Marquesas with a mixed group of shell
collectors, entomologists and ,

_ichthyologists, all looking for the rare
_ and unusual. We visited only two

islands, Nuku Hiva and Ua Pou, staymg ‘
in bus galows at Taiohae, the main
village on Nuku Hiva, and at a guest
’ house at Hakahau, the main settlement »
Pou. The insect people spent
days inland following streams up

o the valleys or explormg the high ndges

looking for new species. The half dozen

 or so shell collectors dived day and

Pompom Crab, Lybia tesselata, Marquesan color form.







