'Camp at Al Makhalah, southern Oman.

Marcia's Anthias (Pseudanthias marcia).

’EXPEDITION TO OMAN

do,” said Dr. Randall,
climbing into the waiting Toyota Land
_ Cruiser, “try £o get one of those toadfish.
“OK,” I replied, “I'll do my best.” The
vehicle began to move. “Have a good trip.” I

shouted, then suddenly came to my senses:

1 knew nothing about toadfishes . _
“Wait!" | cried. “What's its habitat?’

v Marcia’s Anthias (Pseudanthias marcia).

By John Hoover

The vehicle was qmckly gathering speed
over the stony ground.

“In crevices,” he shouteci ieanmv out of
the window, then he was gone in a cleud of
desert dust. [ was on my own.

The legendary Dr. John E. Randall, the

world s first diving ichthyologist, foremost

expett on coral reef fish taxonomy, and dis-
coverer of countless new species of exciting
coral reef fishes, was now leading an expe-
dition to the desert shores of southern
Oman. [ was accompanying him as under-
water photographer. Planned for years, the
expedition’s ultimate purpose (at the behest
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said) was

_ Sarasa Frogfish (Antennarius sarasa).







